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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



1. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1,6,14,25,26-29,34-36 and 38 are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cox, 5,824,040. As stated in column 
15, lines 1-22, the hub module (i.e., renal hub module 158) may be 
stented or unstented. The stent material is recited at being Nitinol. The 
various forms of Nitinol widely available are considered to meet the shape 
memory properties as claimed. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis 
for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill In the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 19 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cox '040. Cox teaches all aspects of the claimed 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



invention except for the specific use of 3-D imaging techniques to form the 
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graft. As stated in column 15, lines 37-45, the hub modules can be 
supplied In various shapes to enable selection of the proper shape to fit a 
patient or the hub modules can be custom molded to a particular patient 
using any various convention imaging modality. Therefore, to have used a 
3-D imaging techniques to enable custom molding of the graft would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 7-10, 20, 37 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 21, 22, 30-33 are allowed. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of 
the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to 
Michael Milano at telephone number (703) 308-2496. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 
application should be directed to the Group 3700 Receptionist whose 
telephone number is (703) 308-0858. 



Milano.mm 
October 18, 1999 



Michael J. Milano 
Primary Examiner 
Group 3700, AU 3738 



